
Marxism and Division 

This video linked below was produced by the Academy of Ideas and 
nicely explores how Marxism promulgates victim classes through 
dividing by race, gender, sexual orientation, ability,  cultural class, 
and normality among other things. Much of the content of this 
PowerPoint is taken from this brilliant video. Click the link below to 
listen.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JqKR1JFa5NM&ab_channel=Th
oughtsonThingsandStuff

Jeffrey E. Hansen, Ph.D.
Center for Connected Living, LLC
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Marxism creates victim class of most any group by dividing 
society into winners and losers

Karl Marx set out a conflict paradigm of dividing society into 
winners and losers and framing society as a zero-sum game to 
accelerate revolution. He used economic class as the wedge of 
division, but that isn't the only way you can divide people and turn 
them on each other - almost any characteristic or stratification 
which exists in society can and has been used: Race, gender, 
sexuality, even health, weight or normality. 

This conflict paradigm shows up in almost every activist 
movement these days and the narrative that fuels the conflict is 
essentially a repeat of Marx's original assertion, so much so that 
you can play a game of "Mad-Libs" with them and see how they all 
fit the pattern. 



Starting with the Communist Manifesto direct from the mouths of Carl Marx and Friedrich Engels and 
note the key words which can then be replaced by any “idea” that seeks to create classes of winners and 
losers. 



The strategy is to 
identify the answers to 
these seven questions, 
insert them into the 
manifesto and you will
birth a new victim 
ideology. 



From the Communist 
Manifesto itself



Italian neo-Marxist, Antonio Gramsci divides by social class. Gramsci is best known for his theory 
of cultural hegemony, which describes how the state and ruling capitalist class – the bourgeoisie – use 
cultural institutions to maintain power in capitalist societies.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_hegemony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bourgeoisie


From Antonio Gramsci’s answers to the seven questions, we can plug-and-play into the 

Communist Manifesto and voila – a new class of winners and losers using social class!



Divide by Race – Derrick Bell, an American lawyer, professor, 
and civil rights activist who inspired Critical Race Theory

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_rights


From Derrick Bell’s answers to the seven questions, we can plug-and-play into the 

Communist Manifesto and voila – a new class of winners and losers using race.



Divide by gender as proffered by 
Simone de Beauvoir who was a 
philosopher, novelist, feminist, 
public intellectual and activist, and 
one of the major figures in 
existentialism in post-war France. 
She is best known for her work in 
feminist philosophy.



From Simone de Beauvoir’s answers to the seven questions, we can plug-and-play into 
the Communist Manifesto and voila – a new class of winners and losers using Gender



Robert McRuer, George 
Washington English 
professor, champions 
how to divide by ability.



From George McRuer’s answers to the seven questions, we can plug-and-play into the 
Communist Manifesto and voila – a new class of winners and losers using Ability



Divide by body acceptance 
promulgated by Judy 
Freespirit  who was an 
activist, writer, and 
performer and who was one 
of the earliest members of 
the fat acceptance 
movement



From Judy Freespirit’s answers to the seven questions, we can plug-and-play into the 
Communist Manifesto and voila – a new class of winners and losers using Fat Acceptance



Divide by Critical Passing Theory – to include trans-acceptance.



From Critical Passing Theory answers to the seven questions, we can plug-and-play into the 
Communist Manifesto and voila – a new class of winners and losers using Passing



Closing thoughts

I am not suggesting that we treat any one group or class differently, oppressively, or 
unkindly. Rather, I am of the opinion that this exaggerated need to create classes of 
winners and losers in anything and everything based on a Marxist philosophy of the 
oppressed and the oppressors is myopic and only divides us more and, in the end, we 
only create more division and pain. It erodes trust and destroys the traditions and 
institutions that our society needs to survive.  Moreover, the self-perceived oppressed 
often use oppressive means to further their cause which is the epitome of hypocrisy. 
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